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A rocket ship designed and built by 
Elon Musk’s SpaceX company has lifted off with 
two Americans aboard a history-making flight 
to the International Space Station. 
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PROTESTS 


Day of outrage: 
Man’s death, virus, 
economy add up to 
widespread chaos 


By Andre Mouchard 


amouchard@scng.com 


It’s not your imagination: The 
unrest sweeping through Amer- 
ica this week is more widespread 
and more violent than any spree 
of national demonstrations since 
the 1960s. 

A country that guarantees the 
right to assemble in its consti- 
tution, and has always accepted 
public protest as a form of com- 
munication — from the Boston 
Tea Party to the Women’s March 


of 2017 — seems to be staggering - 


into chaos one city at a time. 
Minneapolis, Atlanta, Los An- 


geles, Chicago, New York, New- 


ark, Louisville, Washington, D.C. 


.. By midday Saturday, no fewer 


than 26 American cities had been 
sites of active protests, and by Sat- 
urday night, dozens more were ex- 
pected to join in. 

What’s more, few demonstra- 
tions are sticking to protest signs 
and songs. 

In Minneapolis, a police station 
was burned to the ground. In Lou- 
isville, seven people were injured 
by gunshot. In Washington, D.C., 
protesters held the White House 
under siege, prompting the Se- 
cret Service to coordinate with 
police to protect the safety of the 


president and his family. At least : 


two people — a protester in De- 
troit and a contract security of- 
ficer working for the federal gov- 


ernment in Oakland — were shot _ 


and killed. 

Baton strikes and pepper spray, 
Molotov cocktails and police cars 
in flames; this week has taken the 
spotlight from a global pandemic. 

In Los Angeles — where on Sat- 
urday officers fired rubber bul- 


lets at protesters and Mayor Eric | 
Garcetti imposed a curfew to try : 


to quiet the streets, which was 


Los Angeles Police Department | 


Chief Michel Moore’s assessment 


of the events seemed to invoke a : 


collapse of civility itself. 
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: Protesters take to the streets in the Fairfax area of Los Angeles on Saturday, declared a National Day of Protest over the death of George Floyd, 
: who died at the hands of a Minneapolis police officer. L.A. Mayor Eric Garcetti has asked the governor to call in the National Guard. 


By Tony Saavedra, 
Scott Schwebke 
and Eric Licas 
Staff writers 


Hundreds of demonstrators 
marched in downtown Fullerton 
and the historic Orange Plaza on 
Saturday afternoon, chanting 
words of anger and pain. 

Some spoke from experience, 
the victims of excessive police 
force. 

Except for a couple of tense 
standoffs with riot-geared offi- 
cers in Fullerton, the daytime 
demonstrations in memory of 
George Floyd — killed when 
a Minneapolis police officer 
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Alysia Gonzalez, 14, of Orange, said she was angry for everyone who 
has gone through police brutality in a rally in Orange on Saturday. 


Orange County: It’s a peaceful day of 
rallies; police brace for an uneasy night 


jammed a knee into his neck — 
passed without violence in Or- 
ange County. But this fourth day 
of nationwide protests wasn’t 
over yet. 

As darkness loomed, an- 
other protest was expected in 
Santa Ana, one named after a 
rap song about hatred for po- 
lice. In Santa Ana, those behind 
the badge hoped the night would 
go as smoothly as the daytime 
marches. 

Some 100 protesters gathered 
Saturday afternoon at the Ful- 
lerton Transportation Center. 
The location was symbolic: The 
transportation center has been 
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EDUCATION 


No ‘Fs’ for OC 


Districts are grading in 
different ways this year, 
but leniency is the norm 


By Roxana Kopetman and 
Susan Christian Goulding 
Staff writers 


As a semester derailed by a vi- 
rus comes to an end, school dis- 
tricts throughout Orange County 
are grappling with a multiple- 
choice quiz. 

How should educators assess 
the work of students who were 


Literary SoCal 
students’ final report cards 


INSIDE: Just in time for summer reading 
enjoyment, the Southern California News 
Group launches “Lit Up: Your guide to books, 


Your guide ts books, writers and the literary Ite of SoCal 


forced out of classrooms since 
mid-March? 

A) With traditional letter 
grades. B) With simple credit/no 
credit marks. C) All of the above. 

While the grading process is 
playing out in different ways in 
different districts, including vari- 
ations between elementary and 
secondary schools, there are a 
couple commonalities: 

First, in most — if not all — of 
the county’s 27 districts, it’s im- 
possible to get an “F” on your fi- 
nal report card. 

Second, all districts have the 


same goal — not to punish stu- 
dents, grade-wise, during an al- 
ready difficult time. 

“We want to hold kids harm- 
less. This wasn’t their choice,” 
said Al Mijares, superintendent of 
the Orange County Department of 
Education. 

“Were always going to lean on 
the side of the student.” 

Local educators adopted that 
philosophy from the California 
Department of Education, which 
urged districts to set grading pol- 
icies through a “lens of equity” 
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writers and the literary life of SoCal.” Liter- 
ary festivals and book events may have been 
shuttered in the wake of the pandemic, but 
voracious readers can still enjoy discovering 
new releases and reading interviews with 
favorite local authors via “Lit Up.” - 
Also, stay tuned for SCNG’s “Lit Up” virtual series with NPR 
commentator, author and performer Sandra Tsing Loh hosting 
wide-ranging conversations on books, ideas and the literary life 
that will highlight local authors and well-known personalities. 
The first episode goes live June 12. 


INSIDE: The 13th installment from Peter Houlahan’s 2019 book, 
“Norco '80: The True Story of the Most Spectacular Robbery in 
American History,” about a Southern California bank heist. A11 
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Shape the Way Forward 
with an RN to BSN 


Adapting to new challenges in these extraordinary 
times doesn’t mean putting your future on hold. Prepare 
to lead in the nursing workforce with Azusa Pacific’s 
RN to BSN program, available fully online. 


Apply today! apu.edu/rnbsn 


Also offered online: MSN in Healthcare Administration and 
Leadership, MSN in Nursing Education 


Customer Service: 714-796-7777 


TODAY’S FORECAST 
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NEWS GROUP 
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Coastal: High 72/Low 61 
Pep "iana: Hig 81/Low 59 
" Full weather report A22 Volume 114, issue 152 7 
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